
 
 

June 2021 
   

 
Dear Constituent,  
 
Thank you for taking the time to read this month’s edition of my e-newsletter, I hope that your 
friends and family have remained healthy. As our COVID-19 cases begin to decline, with the 
ramping up of vaccine delivery by my provincial counterparts and local health teams, things are 
starting to look encouraging for the summer. It is my sincere hope that with restrictions eventually 
lifting and COVID-19 cases dropping, I will be able to get out in the community more to visit 
constituents, businesses, and other stakeholders as well as host more in-person meetings.  
 
This past month, my colleagues and I have been working hard to represent our constituents, and 

hold the government to account on a number of issues:  

 
On May 3rd, I asked the Chair of the Defence Committee why she cancelled a committee meeting 
preventing key testimony from the Prime Minister’s Chief of Staff on sexual assault allegations in 
the Canadian Armed Forces. The intervention can be found here.  
 
On May 4th, I gave a speech in the House of Commons demanding accountability, action, and 
leadership from Prime Minister Trudeau, and the Minister of National Defence (MND) in response 
to sexual misconduct in the Canadian Armed Forces (CAF). The video can be found here.  
 
On May 6th, I participated in an emergency debate on the Michigan Governor’s decision to shut down 
Enbridge’s Line 5 pipeline. I spoke to the massive impact the closure of this pipeline would have on 
our farmers and the implications this closure would have on all Canadians. The video can be found 
here.  
 
On May 7th, I asked the Parliamentary Secretary when the Government will fix issues with the 
CEBA program to allow businesses to update application errors to be able to access additional 
funding. A solution was promised in January, and I was glad to hear last week that due to the 
advocacy work I and my colleagues have undertaken, that a solution has been reached, meaning 
business will finally be able to access much-needed funds after months of waiting. The full 
intervention can be found here.  
 
On May 10th, I paid tribute to those Canadians who made the supreme sacrifice in service to Canada 
as another page was added in the Books of Remembrance to honour those who gave their lives in 
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2020. My speech can be found here. Speeches by members of all parties can be found here. I also 
spoke during Adjournment Proceedings about the importance of the continual funding of the 
Centre for Equitable Library Access (CELA) and the National Network for Equitable Library 
Services (NNELS). These programs are not-for-profit organizations that provide accessible 
reading services to people with print disabilities in Canada. My speech can be found here.  
 
On May 12th, three of my colleagues Private Member’s Bills were adopted at third reading. Bill C-
210, put forward by MP Len Webber will make it easier for Canadians to register as an organ donor. 
Bill C-208, sponsored by MP Larry Maguire will make it easier for families to transfer their 
business or farm to their children. Finally, Bill C-220 by MP Matt Jeneroux will give Canadians 
more time off following the death of a loved one.  
 
On May 14th, I paid tribute to the passing of WW2 veteran and Branch 290 legion member, Norman 
Stevens. The speech can be found here.  
 
On May 31st, I recognized Hydrogen Optimized in the House of Commons and congratulated them for 
being awarded a $4.8 million grant to advance, scale, and commercialize their technology. The 
video can be viewed here. I also participated in the Adjournment Proceedings debate to raise 
issues with the Parliamentary Secretary on the Canada Emergency Business Account (CEBA). The 
video can be viewed here.   
 
The House of Commons will be recessing for the summer at the end of this month, and I am 
looking forward to spending the summer at home back in the constituency.  
 
As always, it’s an honour to serve you.  
 
Alex Ruff, MSC, CD 
Member of Parliament, Bruce-Grey-Owen Sound 
 

 

 
Have your say on my website: www.alexruffmp.ca 
 
This month’s new question is:  
 

Should the government prohibit the dumping of raw sewage into our rivers 
and lakes?  
 
Last month’s response: 
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SURVEY: National Monument to Canada’s Mission in Afghanistan 
In honour of the commitment and sacrifice of more than 40,000 Canadians who served in 
Afghanistan, the government is creating a national commemorative monument. There are five 
finalists for the design of this new monument scheduled to be completed by 2024. All Canadians 
are welcome to comment on the proposed designs for this monument, especially those who served 
or have family who served in the CAF. The survey is open until June 9th, 2021, and can be completed 
here.   
 

Government of Canada to reimburse self-employed workers who repaid the CERB 
https://www.canada.ca/en/revenue-agency/news/2021/05/government-of-canada-to-reimburse-
self-employed-workers-who-repaid-the-cerb.html?utm_source=mediaroom&utm_medium=eml  

Form: T180 CERB reimbursement application for self-employed individuals 

https://www.canada.ca/en/revenue-agency/services/forms-publications/forms/t180.html  
 

Youth Jobs  
Canada Summer Jobs (CSJ) opportunities are now available for youth in the riding at 
www.jobbank.gc.ca/youth. In total, nearly 800 positions were created across a variety of employers 
in Bruce-Grey-Owen Sound through this program. 
 

Exemptions from Hotel Quarantine 
Canadians travelling into Canada can email phac.emergencyorder-
decretdurgencecovid19.aspc@canada.ca  to request a letter of interpretation that they can present 
when entering into Canada to be certain an exemption applies to their specific situation. 
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Canada Greener Homes Grant (CGHG) 
Homeowners will be able to receive grants of up to $5,000 to make energy-efficient retrofits to 
their homes and up to $600 to help with the cost of an EnerGuide home energy evaluation. Pre- 
and post-retrofit Energuide energy audits are required in order to be eligible for this grant. 
Information on Eligibility and Criteria: https://www.nrcan.gc.ca/energy-efficiency/homes/canada-
greener-homes-grant/make-your-home-more-energy-efficient/learn-about-the-initiative/23476     
 

Congratulatory and Recognition Certificates  
MP Alex Ruff is happy to acknowledge the retirement of all community members with a personally 
signed certificate. During this time, when in-person acknowledgement is not possible, MP Ruff 
would like to take the time to recognize Bruce-Grey-Owen Sound’s new retirees.  Please let our 
office know of an upcoming retirement by completing the certificate request form at 
https://www.alexruffmp.ca/congratulatory-certificates or calling the office at 519-371-1059. 
 

 
To check out my interjections in the House of Commons, other videos, and local news, click here.  
 
Interview with the Ontario High School Conservative Association (2021-05- 04): 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_b5dLtb6254  
 
Open Line with Claire Mccormack (2021-05-11): https://www.560cfos.ca/2021/05/11/the-open-line-
with-claire-mccormack-25/ 
 
Politically Speaking on Rogers TV: https://www.rogerstv.com/show?lid=12&rid=50&sid=5835 (All 
episodes can be viewed through the link, the latest episode will be made available shortly) 
 
Bayshore Broadcasting article regarding Canada Summer jobs Funding (2021-05-27): 
https://www.bayshorebroadcasting.ca/2021/05/27/federal-funding-for-nearly-800-summer-jobs-
in-grey-bruce/  
 
My website features my previous press releases, videos, and CFOS 560 Open Line podcasts. Check it out here.  
 
To view all my interjections in the House of Commons, click here.  
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Receiving my first dose of the COVID-19 vaccine at the Hanover P&H 
Centre. (2021-05-19) 

 

 
 
Joining the Canadian Cattleman’s Association for an update on the 
beef industry. (2021-05-18) 
 

 

Wishing Gerad and Sulta Weppler a happy 60th wedding anniversary. 
(2021-05-20) 

 

 
Here is a list of some of the issues among many, that I received correspondence on from the 
community during the past month (in no particular order): 
 

Residential Schools Bill C-233 
Old Growth Forests Bill C-253 

Bill C-10 and Internet Censorship Support for the CNE 

Bill C-11 The CRTC 



Bell Canada UNDRIP 
Public Pensions Israel and Palestine  

Religious Freedom Defending Religious Freedom 
Basic Income C-21 and the Firearms OIC 

Made-in-Canada PPE Strategy TC Energy Proposed Pump Storage Project 
 

 

 
Here are some key issues that the Official Opposition has brought to the attention to the 
government this past month (in no particular order): 
 

Sexual assault allegations in the CAF  Bill C-10 and regulating the internet 
Budget 2021 Vaccine procurement and approvals 

Hotel Quarantine Banning the Export of Plastic Waste 
Securing Canada’s borders Small Business Support Programs 

Ending the Homophobic Blood Ban  The China Lab Breach 
 

 

 

Community Resources 
If you know of any local community resources that you would like 
featured in our next edition of our e-newsletter, reply to this email or 
email alex.ruff@parl.gc.ca 
 

Owen Sound Hunger and Relief Effort (OSHaRE) 
OSHaRE provides meals to those in need and accept both financial 
and food donations. Due to the pandemic, all meals are served to go 
and are prepackaged.  
Meals are served Monday – Friday from 11:30am to 1pm, 4:30pm to 
6pm. Lunch is served on Saturdays and Statutory holidays from 
11:30am to 1pm.  
Location: 946 3rd Ave East, Owen Sound.  
Website: https://oshare.ca/  
Phone: (519) 376-3899  
E-mail: info@oshare.ca   
 

Eat Local Grey Bruce 
This non-profit seeks to connect locals with food grown right in their 
own backyards by breaking down cost barriers and educating people 
on food related issues. 
For more information, please visit: http://eatlocalgreybruce.ca/  
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If you think your neighbours or friends would like to receive this newsletter, please 

direct them to alexruffmp.ca or alex.ruff@parl.gc.ca where they can request to be added to our mailing list. 
 

you wish to update the email address we have for you or remove a duplicate email, please hit ‘Reply’ and let us know. 
 

To unsubscribe from this community newsletter, please hit ‘Reply’ and let us know.  We will remove your email immediately 
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